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Introduction 
 Vision 2020 seems to be myrrh 
rather than a reality.  Its major goals are for 
Nigeria to become one of the 20 largest 
economies in the world, able to consolidate 
its leadership role in Africa and 
establishing the global economic and 
political arena.  But its realization seems 
illusionary.  VTE is one of the good 
panaceas to realize the set objective by the 
year 2020.  Able bodied youths and adults 
will be equipped with practical skills for 
individual and national self- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
reliance to be able to compete favourably 
both in the local and global market.  
Ugiagbe (2007) defined, “vocational and 
technical education as a skill oriented 
programme that is aimed at achieving 
social change and economic self reliance of 
any nation”. Peretomode and Ogodo (2007) 
posited that, “VTE programme entails 
development of manpower skills needed for 
self-reliance by availing trainees the 
opportunity of acquiring appropriate skills, 
abilities and competences both mental and 
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Abstract 

Vision 2020 is the government blue print to move the nation forward 
economically and otherwise. Its realization has become oblivious that 
people doubt whether the set goals can be realized.  This paper sets out 
to look at the possible ways of promoting its realization through VTE 
programmes.  VTE programmes will help to develop craftsmen and 
technicians who will illuminate the economic sector with vigour and 
agility to harness the rich endowed natural resources for local and global 
market competitiveness. The roles and responsibilities of stakeholders 
were seen as propelling force to achieve VTE successful implementation 
to realize the set objectives. Therefore, the paper recommends that the 
realization of vision 2020 should be a crucial matter for all and sundry 
and VTE should be a focal point for the realization whereby human 
capital development as well as material resources development should 
be invested on. 
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physical as equipment for the individual to 
live and contribute to the development of 
the society”. 
 Nigeria is richly endowed with 
natural resources, and is recognized as the 
biggest economy in the West Africa sub-
region.  These resources have been 
neglected in pursuit of rich oil and white 
collar jobs.  In the past, manpower was not 
trained to harness them for a sustainable 
development.  Past administration had 
series of plans and efforts to move the 
nation forward but all to no avail.  Some of 
them include Operation Feed the Nation 
(OFN), Economic Reconstruction 
Rehabilitation and Reintegration (3Rs), 
Green Revolution, Structural Adjustment 
Programme (SAP), Mass Mobilization for 
Self Reliance and Economic Recovery 
(MAMSER), Directorate for Food, Road 
and Rural Infrastructure (DF FRI), 
Universal Basic Education (UBE), National 
Economic Empowerment Development 
Strategy (NEEDS), Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) etc. Such 
vision as 2000, 2010 and 2015 were made.  

This recent plan, of vision 2020 
can best be realized by investing on the 
development of both human capital and 
materials resources through Vocational and 
Technical Education programmes. The 
stakeholders such as parents, communities, 
society and the government will play active 
roles and responsibilities in its successful 
implementation. This will enhance building 
competent labour force who will be self 
reliant. This will go a long way providing 
lasting solution to the perennial 
unemployment problems: jobs will be 
created, poverty will be reduced and values 

will be re-oriented as stated by National 
Economic Empowerment Development 
Strategy (NEEDS). One of the terms of 
references of Vision 2020 by the National 
Council meeting which was made up of 27 
members where President Musa Yar’Adua 
was the Chairman is to improve a 
framework for mobilizing resources from 
private sector and other stakeholders for the 
development of Nigeria Vision 2020 plan.  
The indicative parameters of Vision 2020 
are polity, macro-economy, infrastructure, 
Education, Health, Agriculture and 
Manufacturing. Nigeria has enough growth 
reserves in Agriculture, oil and gas, 
business skills etc, to sustain high growth 
to realize the set goal.  Therefore all hands 
must be on deck to realize the set goals 
through the development of craftsmen and 
technicians through VTE programmes, for 
local and global markets competitiveness. 
 
Key Goals of  Vision 2020 and VTE as a 
Qualitative Tool for Realizing Them. 
 Nigeria’s vision is to become one 
of the 20 largest economies in the world 
and to have zero level corruption by the 
year 2020.  It also aims at addressing the 
Niger Delta crisis and good governance.  
The ability to realize the set goal is more of 
myrrh than a reality; there is the fear of its 
realization by the year 2020.  Today, the 
Nigeria economy has not been adequately 
considered for better improvement through 
the development of human capital and our 
rich endowed natural resources through 
VTE programmes.  Osuala (1999) posited 
that, “VTE has not been accorded its 
rightful and distinctive place in the Nigeria 
education system”.  If VTE is accorded its 
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rightful place, the economy will greatly 
improve and there will be room for the 
realization of vision 2020.  A look at the 
nation’s rich endowed natural resources 
and the trend in international trade shows 
that Nigeria has economic growth potential. 
The table below shows Nigeria trends of 
international trade.  
 
Trends in trade between Nigeria and the 
rest of the world  

Year Exportations 

(USD mio)

Variations Importations 

(USD mio)

Variation Balances 

(USD mio) 

Variation

2002 18’584.12 3.61% 8’747.52 10.59% 9’836.61 
-1.90% 

2003 24’047.09 29.40% 14’873.15 70.03% 9’173.93 
-6.74% 

2004 38’419.67 59.77% 11’801.98 -20.65% 6’617.69 
190.14%

2005 50’290.93 30.90% 13’516.65 14.53% 36’774.28 
38.16% 

2006 62’959.51 25.19% 24’352.07 80.16% 38’607.44 
4.98% 

2007 57’345.84 -9% 34’397.42 41% 22’948.42 
-41% 

2008 73’512.33 28.19% 21’571.61 -37.29% 51’940.72 
126.34%

 
Source: Embassy of Switzerland in Nigeria. 
www.oswc.ch  
 Judging with the table above, 
Nigeria trend in international trade is 
considerably on the average, but if 
deliberate efforts are made by all and 
sundry to invest on practical skills through 
VTE programmes, the set goal of vision 
2020 will be realized.  Nigeria has 
abundant growth rate potentials both in 
human capital and natural resources.  
Therefore, VTE for human capital and 
natural resources development should be 
the pivot in which the quick realization of 
vision 2020 revolves.   

The working population of the 
nations needs adequate development to be 

good agriculturist, businessmen and 
women, Home-Economists, Artists etc. 
Today the clarion call for a private sector 
driven economy is the order of the day.  
Oriazowanlan (2007) opined that “through 
VTE, youths natural talents are detected, 
monitored and channeled in the right 
direction by vocational and technical 
educators”. Entrepreneurship which is 
highly acknowledged to be formidable for 
the realization of Vision 2020 can be 
gotten from business education, a subset 
of vocational education.  Entrepreneurial 
skills help in the attainment of the goal of 
a private sector driven economy.  Youths 
and adults can actively engage in 
businesses locally or globally. 
Oriazowanlan (2007) posited that, “VTE 
is the education given to people to prepare 
them for the world of work, make them to 
be self-reliant, enviable and viable 
economic entities in the society.  Also that 
through VTE, human and material 
resources has been redirected for 
industrial and technological growth and 
development as well as economic and 
social empowerment”.  So, through 
Agricultural education, the working 
population is equipped for good crop 
production and other related agricultural 
produce for better local consumption and 
for export purposes.  Today, Cassavita, 
Pounded yam, Corn flour and other 
processed food are export products in 
Nigeria by Vessa Food Processing Ltd.  If 
proper concentration is made on VTE 
programmes, there will be decline on 
over-dependency on oil for national 
sustainability.   
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Recently, amnesty was granted to 
the Niger Delta with a cash of N40B; Niger 
Delta need investments that will 
continually make them self-reliant and 
enable them contribute their quota to the 
development of the nation.  This can only 
be done through investment in VTE 
programmes – “teach them fishing instead 
of giving them fish”.  In the Guardian (June 
2009), President Yar’Adua stated that, “his 
fervent hope is that all militants in the 
Niger Delta will take advantage of this 
amnesty and come out to join in the quest 
for the transformation of our dear nation”. 
The best panacea to the Niger Delta crisis 
is investment in VTE programmes so that 
the militants can be equipped with practical 
skill to be self-reliant to enable them join in 
the transformation process.  Though oil is 
the major problem of the Niger Delta crisis, 
the government can set up VTE programme 
where relevant technical and vocational 
skills can be acquired to contribute to the 
oil industries. They can be taught 
entrepreneurial skills to become good 
entrepreneurs in the business world. 

Through VTE programmes social 
vices can be curtailed because redundancy 
leads to crime. Investment in VTE 
programmes will occupy the youths and 
adults alike and this will help to achieve the 
objective of zero level corruption by the 
year 2020.  People will be engaged in 
healthy competition. This will help in 
bringing about an enduring peace into the 
nation.  President Yar’Adua also in his 
amnesty grant to the Niger Delta militant 
expressed the need for enduring peace, 
security, stability and development.  
Kidnapping is rampant in virtually all parts 

of the country, so there is fear of insecurity 
to lives and properties.  If youths that are 
engaged in these nefarious acts are fully 
engaged in practical skills, it will go a long 
way to curtail evil and corruption.  Bribery 
and corruption will be totally eradicated 
from all works of life. No good 
development can take place in an 
atmosphere of rancor.  So, VTE 
programmes will bring enduring peace to 
the nation because every recipient will be 
engaged in creativity instead of being idle, 
“the idle mind is the devil’s workshop”.    
 VTE can enhance good governance in our 
nation.  The avarice of some of our leaders 
will be minimized because they have their 
practical skills to invest on and develop. 
Our leaders can acquire entrepreneurial 
skill through seminars and workshops to be 
able to set up Small and Medium Scale 
Enterprises for people to manage.  They 
will be productive to the nation in dual 
capacity as employee and employer of 
labour thereby assisting in solving the 
perennial unemployment problem in 
Nigeria.  This will redirect their selfish 
thinking to a more proactive one for good 
governance.  The government treasury will 
no longer be looted by some avarice leaders 
rather it will be use for the betterment of 
the masses. 
 

 Roles and Responsibilities of 
Stakeholders in the Successful  
Implementation of VTE Programmes. 
  The role of stakeholders in the 
successful implementation of VTE 
programmes cannot be overemphasized for 
the realization of vision 2020. In the past, 
VTE was misconceived by individuals as the 
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education for the less privileged, school 
dropouts and handicaps who could not do 
rigorous academic work in schools. This 
affected its early acceptance for revitalizing 
the Nigeria Economy. Toby (2000) quoting 
Olaiton (1996) opined that, “Vocational 
Education in Nigeria has been taken to mean 
education for the mentality retarded, 
physically handicapped and socially 
maladjusted students”. 
 
Family: Today, VTE has been 
highly acknowledged by every individual, 
both young and old to be formidable for 
self sustainability and poverty eradication. 
Parents encourage their children to study 
VTE courses in schools so that they can 
make returns on their investments. This is 
due to the prevailing high unemployment 
rate of young school graduates. No parent 
enjoy seeing their graduated children as 
liabilities instead of making returns on 
investment; nor the young school graduates 
parading themselves in the street as 
unemployed instead of contributing their 
quotas to the development of the nation. 
Unemployment has led to the brain-drain of 
the Labour-Force to Europe countries. 
Since the earlier wrong notion of VTE has 
been overtaken by the unemployment 
problem, efforts are now geared towards it 
to make individuals survive and thrive in 
Nigeria. In the current Global Economic 
Meltdown, people and nations who have 
practical skills do not face the untold 
hardship compared to those who have none. 
They have the potentials and all it takes to 
survive no matter the duration of the 
economic crises. Oriazowanlan (2007) 
strongly opined that, “VTE recipients have 

the comparative advantage of becoming 
employees and employers of labour”. VTE 
is appreciated worldwide as the best hope 
for the development of mankind and nation. 
So, family investment in VTE yields 
generational returns. The cases of 
Mercedes, Toyota, Mitsubishi etc. are case 
studies in Europe countries. Even in 
Nigeria today, parents bequeaths their skills 
or business legacies to their children from 
generation to generation if well managed. 
Therefore vision 2020 will be realized 
through these efforts. 
 
Community: Various communities in 
Nigeria have come to realize the relevance 
of their endowed natural resources. In the 
past, skills were conserved because of 
ignorance and selfishness. Even parents 
conserve their talents and skills from their 
children and when they die, the skills also 
die e.g. herbal medicine, blacksmith, 
goldsmith, weaving, carving, pottery, 
tinkering, welding, mat making etc. The 
liberal Art education was also an 
impediment where children were sent to 
school to study grammar to get white 
collar jobs; either as clerks, teachers or 
bible interpreters. The conservative nature 
did more harm than good in our various 
communities, though Urevbu (2000) 
posited that, “guides of craftsmen were 
transmitted in an informal setting from 
generation to generation”.  
 Various communities in Nigeria 
have come to realize the relevance of the 
endowed natural resources surrounding 
them and are ready to harness them. These 
resources can best be harness if proper 
education is given to the young ones to 
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channel them in the right direction. VTE is 
the only education that can properly equip 
the young ones with the knowledge and 
practical skills required to harness these 
resources for the betterment of the 
community and national economic growth 
and development. Therefore, various 
communities have come to appreciate it as 
a tool for developmental changes, and now 
donate their farmlands to build schools and 
skill acquisition centres. Some 
communities even build special VTE 
schools and donate money to buy 
equipments through Parents/Teachers 
Association (PTA) as well as employ 
teachers and pay them to give good 
education to their children or wards. With 
the communal interest, efforts and support 
in VTE programmes, it will go along way 
in promoting the realization of vision 2020.  
 
Society: The society is dynamic, therefore 
innovation and changes are needed to 
make it move with the trend in 
technological advancement since the 
world is now regarded as a global village. 
Information and Technology is changing 
the world in an astonishing pace and VTE 
is needed to meet the economic global 
needs. The Nigeria society cannot be left 
out in this trend. Every facets of life have 
been globalized even education. Through 
the global needs, the world has become 
one economic space. Nigeria needs VTE 
to be able to fit into this economic space 
hence the clarion call for a private sector 
driven economy. Oriazowanlan and 
Iyekekpolor (2008), posited that “Business 
education recipients who have acquired 
entrepreneurial skills, business for 

education skills (employable skills) and 
business about education siklls (consumer 
skills) become viable entities for local and 
global markets competitiveness”. 
 The Nigeria society has 
appreciated the need to swing with the tied 
and have grabbed the internet; global 
system mobile communication (GSM) and 
computer in order not to be swept away 
from the trend of globalization. The 
courses that can equip individuals with 
competent practical skills in these fields 
are VTE oriented courses. Today, 
computer literacy is a yardstick for 
employment opportunities in most 
organizations in Nigeria. People are now 
making deliberate efforts to become 
computer literates, access the internet and 
GSM technicians are springing up daily. 
Through these provisions many Small and 
Medium Enterprise (SMEs) sprang up in 
Nigeria. This enhances econ.omic growth 
and development. With the economic 
growth rate in Small and Medium 
Enterprise, vision 2020 will be realized 
with ease. Giant economic countries like 
America, Japan, Australia, Tanzania etc. 
achieved their economic height through 
the development of SMEs. Therefore 
Nigeria has hope of realizing vision 2020 
if VTE is properly concentrated on by all 
and sundry.                 

 
Government: The colonial government 
deceived the Nigerian government into 
investing on Liberal Art Education which 
lacked capacity building in practical skills.  
They were misdirected and cheated to be 
clerks and bible interpreters, meanwhile 
able bodied Nigerians were captured as 
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slaves to harness their natural resources for 
their economic development. 
 Prof. Babs Fafunwa’s suggestion at 
the Joint Consultative Meeting held at 
Enugu in 1964 illuminated the educational 
system.  His suggestion was adopted and 
vocational and technical education was 
included in the school curriculum, hence 
the inception of 6-3-3-4 system of 
education; (6 year-career awareness, 3 
year-career preparation, 3 years-career 
exploration – 4 years career specialization).  
The Federal Government adoption of his 
suggestion revitalized education in a new 
dimension to meet the local needs of the 
people.  Almost all forms of education are 
geared towards meeting the needs of the 
people from the grassroots level; hence 
entrepreneurship; a subset of VTE is a 
compulsory course in virtually all tertiary 
institutions in Nigeria. 
 The government is committed to 
developing people who will be self reliant 
economically and otherwise to be able to 
realize her vision 2020.  This is to meet the 
objective; to build a strong and dynamic 
nation as well as craftsmen and technicians 
who will be self reliant economically.  
National Policy on Education, (2004). 
 Government has made frantic 
efforts to make VTE thrive in Nigeria.  So 
many Vocational and Technical Schools 
have been built and equipped e.g. 
Technical Colleges, Polytechnics, and 
Special Vocational Centres. Government 
has equally mandated all commercial 
banks to set aside 10% of their profit 
before tax for equity investment. 
Government effort to vocationalized 
secondary schools was thwarted because 

of the poor implementation. It was 
reported that most of the equipments sent 
to secondary schools were either 
vandalized or wasted away in open rains. 
All these were efforts geared towards the 
improving the nation’s economy. 
 
Strategies to Realize Vision 2020 
Human capital development: Human 
capital development should be adequately 
developed through training programmes in 
schools, seminars, workshops, 
conferences, symposia, colleges, in-
service training etc. Oriazowanlan and 
Iyekekpolor (2008) opined that, “No 
Nation can attain a high level of 
economic, social, political, industrial and 
technological growth without competent 
manpower. Nigeria needs competent 
manpower in all sectors to be able to 
achieve the set goal of vision 2020 
especially in VTE. 
 
 Students Industrial Work Experience 
Scheme (SIWES): Students need to go 
for industrial training to enable them 
bridge the gap between theory and 
practical.  Since SIWES is mainly 
involved in the area of practical for 
employment generation and poverty 
alleviation, it is a good strategy for the 
realization of vision 2020. We cannot 
conveniently achieve vision 2020 without 
technical manpower. Wapmuk 
(2009)posited that, “there is no way we 
can achieve vision 2020 without technical 
manpower: Nigeria should go back to 
Agriculture”. Students industrial work 
experience scheme (SIWES) will expose 
them to practical and they will be 
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acquitted fully with the intrigues of the 
skills. 
Technological Development: Good 
Technology is needed for the realization 
of vision 2020. Obadan (2008) posited 
that “Information and communication 
Technologies are seen as the “arteries” of 
the global economy” We need 
technological development in all sectors. 
The machines need to be developed for 
industrial use, so also the transport and 
communication systems. Every 
technological sector need to work together 
to achieve a good result. Good technology 
will greatly enhance the realization of 
vision 2020 if well utilize. 
 
Youths Empowerment through VTE 
Programmes: According to 
Oriazowanlan (2007), “Youths are the 
‘Engine House’ of a nation, if the youths 
are adequately empowered the nation is 
empowered as well”. Youths can be 
adequately empowered through VTE 
programmes to become self reliant. With 
the appropriate practical skill acquired the 
youths can compete favourably in the 
local and global markets. They will shun 
all forms of social vices and concentrate 
on their skills to contribute their quotas to 
the development of the nation. This will 
enhance the realization of vision 2020. 
 
Leadership by Example: The leaders 
should shun all forms of avarice and 
concentrate on how to satisfy the masses; 
the purpose for which they are elected. 
The leaders should be more of servant 
than a boss. They must be ready to serve 
the people i.e. should be selfless in their 

services to humanity and shun all forms of 
corruption.  
 
Conclusion 

Vision 2020 as a good strategic 
plan to revamp the Nigeria economy is a 
milestone if no critical step is taken for its 
realization. Nigeria has growth reserves in 
human capital, telecommunication, 
business environment agriculture, oil and 
gas and the likes.  
 These growth reserves can best be 
harnessed through VTE programme for 
individuals and national self sustainability 
as well as for global transcending. All 
stakeholders (family, community society 
and government) should take active part in 
ensuring VTE’s successfully 
implementation in schools. Government 
should look inward to enhance the 
successful implementation of VTE 
programmes for a sustainable 
development to achieve the set goal of 
vision 2020. 
 
Recommendations 
1. Government should build more 

Vocational and Technical schools to 
train youths and provide the needed 
infrastructures for its implementation  

2. Our leaders should shun all forms of 
corruption and lead us by examples.  

3. Government should invest on Human 
Capital development by providing on 
the job training for workers through 
seminars, workshops, conferences, 
symposia etc. 

4. Individuals and corporate bodies 
should join hands with the 
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government to enhance the realization 
of vision 2020. 
5. Special vocational and technical 

education programs should be 
organized in the Niger Delta region 
to equip the militant youths with 
practical skills  

6. All stakeholders must join hands to 
ensure the successful 
implementation of VTE 
pragrammes. 
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